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given to me after my uncle's early death a few years 
before. 

My grandparents and parents were ardent abolitionists, 
and my heart beat true to anti-slavery sentiments. Hence 
I held in very high esteem the utterances of Garrison and 
Rogers, and Phillips and Whittier, and I ignorantly sup- 
posed they were all as much opposed to war as to slavery. 
At the sudden outburst of our civil war early in the year 
1861, I instinctively felt that slavery on this continent 
was doomed, and that the war must somehow inevitably 
destroy our covenant with death and agreement with hell. 
Yet I felt no call to enlist in Massachusetts militia com- 
panies, over which Benjamin F. Butler was appointed 
Colonel. Until then, Butler had been regarded as the 
most audacious of all our Democratic lawyers in the North. 
By a clever political somersault he suddenly threw him- 
self forward and came up a Republican shouter and war- 
chief ; and while men were prophesying that soon he 
would execute a back somersault and carry over recruits 
into the camp of the " Copperheads," he was leading 
Massachusetts troops through Baltimore, and offering by 
their aid to assist a Governor of a Southern State to put 
down any slave insurrection that might arise (!) These 
tidings made both our ears tingle. At the same time a 
rumor reached us, that young John Brown, son of the 
whilom John Brown who was the terror of American slave- 
dom, was in Boston, quietly recruiting volunteers to go 
down South and aid the slaves to gain their freedom. 

Perhaps the wish of many and the fear of more that 
this might be the case, was the source and the substance 
of this rumor. Meanwhile Wendell Phillips had flamed 
forth before a huge mass-meeting of excited sympa- 
thizers in a clarion call to war. He urged the North at 
once to raise five hundred thousand soldiers and sweep 
the slave States into the Gulf of Mexico. Thus the ques- 
tion of where to plant and how to uphold both anti-slav- 
ery and peace standards in the midst of the clashing hurri- 
canes of war, was beset with some difficulties for a young 
man yet under twenty-one years of age. If I could fight 
conscientiously at all with carnal weapons, I thought it 
would be under some John Brown leadership. 

During these mental exercises I read with surprise Wen- 
dell Phillips' war speech as reported in the Boston Jour- 
nal. I had incorrectly classified him with the non-resis- 
tants, Foster and others. Doubtless my error was due to 
the hasty inference that their united labors at Anti-Slavery 
conventions was only a single article of a covenant wide- 
reaching and many-sided. I was curious to know what 
cogent arguments had forced him out of the peace position 
which I mistakenly supposed he had previously held. Ac- 
cordingly I wrote a short letter of inquiry. He was very 
courteous to reply at all to such a raw stripling. He was 
doubly courteous in that he answered promptly, and at 
length. 

He said, " Do not defer to me nor to any other man. 



Read and think for thyself." He recommended the New 
Testament and Dymond's Essay on the Peace side of the 
subject, as best. He rehearsed the familiar arguments of 
self-defence on the War side. Until then I had been too 
much inclined to hero-worship. I continued to hold 
Phillips in much esteem, but the idolatrous spell was broken. 
Christ and Peace reigned in my heart ; and while 1 clearly 
recognized the necessity and functions of law in govern- 
ments, terrestrial and celestial, and that the sword wielded 
by the legal magistrate is not in vain, as a minister of 
Christ in a dispensation of grace, I feel no call to take 

the sword. 

Sincerely thy brother in Christ, 

William F. Davis. 



DECORATION DAY. 



To-day's celebration is not a tribute to war but to self 
sacrifice. Neither the strains of martial music nor the 
rhetoric of the orator should be permitted to hide the fact 
that war is the greatest curse that ever afflicted mankind ; 
it is worse than famine and pestilence ; for it not only 
takes life and pierces the heart with grief, but it nourishes 
the ugliest and fiercest human passions. 

It was nothing but the instinct of a savage that led Von 
Moltke to eulogize war as one of the greatest agencies of 
civilization. The struggles of the battlefield may have 
rid the world of many unfit men and nations ; but they 
have, at the same time, destroyed the strongest and brav- 
est, for these are the ones that rush to the front and receive 
the deadliest blows of the enemy. They may have culti- 
vated courage, but it was the courage of the tiger, incap- 
able of sympathy and finding the greatest joy in the mis- 
fortunes of others. It is possible that they have led to a 
greater respect for the rights of others, since resistance to 
aggression tends always to discourage aggression : but 
some of the most peaceful tribes on the earth — tribes that 
have no knowledge of the art of war, exhibit the most def- 
erence for the rights of others. Although low in the intel- 
lectual scale, they practise all those virtues that militant 
peoples constantly laud in their maxims and habitually 
disregard in their actions. 

There is not a virtue that the eulogists of war have 
attributed to it that the arts of peace do not draw forth. 
There are innumerable virtues born of peace that war 
invariably blasts. Not a day passes over a man's head 
that he is not called upon to exhibit courage, perseverance 
and self-sacrifice. Was it not Emerson who said a man 
had not lived who had not each day conquered som e diffi- 
culty ? Did not Wagner typify the same thought in the 
victory of Siegfried over the dragon ? For most people, 
the slaughter of dragons is a daily task — often an hourly 
task. The beasts require a moral courage that no bar- 
baric Siegfried ever felt. They develop a character as 
much above that of Wagner's hero as his was above the 
creature he slew. The man that does battle in behalf of 
some despised but humane cause ; that dares to defend the 
truth when others forsake her ; that seeks to deliver the 
government of his city or country from the brigands that 
prey upon it — he is a type of character that finds no par- 
allel in mythology or among the heroes of military history. 
In him exists the feeling of sympathy — the richest and 
choicest product of civilization . While they fight for plun- 
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der or glory, he fights because of his love for his fellow 
men. 

"War was not essential, either, to the creation of great 
nations. It was not necessary for the strong to conquer 
the weak to bring them into one society — under one 
government. It is true that historically that was the 
agent that brought about a united England, a united 
France, a united Italy, a united Germany. But the pages 
of the record of that unification is black with tales of 
cruelty, treachery, meanness and bloodshed. Does any 
one think that these would have been tales had commerce 
united these peoples ? Her conquests are as resistless and 
complete as those of war. She drives out of existence the 
weak and incompetent ; she compels subjection to the laws 
of order, honesty, truth and justice. But she does not 
leave her battlefields strewn with the dead and wounded ; 
she does not fill the hearts of widows and orphans with 
anguish ; she does not leave in the breast of her conquered 
adversary the feeling of unquenchable hatred and revenge. 
She brings men of all races and creeds into a union de- 
voted to the arts of industry and the cause of humanity. 

It is this thought that is in danger of being forgotten 
to-day. At this time there is an essential danger because 
of the militant spirit that the creation of a new navy and 
the pursuit of the policy of jingoism has called into exist- 
ence since the Rebellion. The generation that has grown 
up during the past thirty years knows nothing experimen- 
tally of the horrors and demoralization of that terrific con- 
test. They are prone to think that war and heroism go to- 
gether, and that one is essential to the other ; they are 
prone to bestow upon one the praise that belongs to the 
other, and to imagine that to be heroes they must be war- 
riors. But war at best is only the occupation of savages, 
and, like cannibalism, is certain to disappear with the ex- 
tinction of the feelings appropriate to savages. There 
will, however, remain the same occasion for heroism and 
self-sacrifice that has always existed from the beginning 
of time. Men will be called upon to succor the victims of 
nature's surly moods and to help those that from birth or 
misfortune or old age are unable to take care of them- 
selves. — Rochester (JV. Y.) Union and Advertiser. 



ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN. 

The International Arbitration and Peace Association 
has recently sent the following Address to Queen Victoria. 
The suggestion which it contains is timely, and no act 
could add greater lustre to the Queen's already illustrious 
reign than that of initiating such a movement as is here 
suggested. We join heartily in the wish and prayer that 
the Address may be favorably received : 
' ' Mat it please tour Ma jestt — 

"1. It has long been known to the Committee of the 
International Arbitration and Peace Association, in whose 
name the undersigned venture very respectfully to 
approach your Majesty, that the populations everywhere 
feel that the burdens laid on them by ever-increasing mil- 
itary and naval armaments have become intolerable, and 
that in some countries these are increased by conscription 
and other forms of enforced service. This state of things, 
which restrict commerce and depresses peaceful industry, 
induces in the masses a feeling of hopelessness bordering 
on despair ; so that under the deepening shadow of militar- 



ism, which has made of Europe one vast armed camp, 
they know not where to look for succor and relief. The 
masses of the people are powerless to move against the 
official, military, and political organizations, which in the 
various nations combine with or rival each other in per- 
petuating this " armed peace " which is only slightly more 
tolerable than actual war, and ever threatens to result in 
the catastrophe of international combat, which would del- 
uge Europe with innocent blood, and set back civilization 
for a whole generation. 

"2. Happily, however, there has recently arisen in the 
minds of several public men of knowledge and political 
experience a simultaneous desire that something should be 
done to relieve the present strained condition of affairs. 
This desire is spreading among all classes, here as well as 
on the Continent,so that it is finding expression through the 
press and in the utterances of responsible statesmen in all 
countries. It has now claimed the attention of the 
crowned heads of Europe and of their ministers, also of 
His Holiness the Pope, so that it would seem that the 
time has come to take occasion by the hand in order that 
this desire of the nations for deliverance shall receive 
practical shape and obtain fruitful result. 

" 3. Already this fervent desire to save Europe from im- 
poverishment and anarchy, and to thrust back the spectre 
of ever- threatening war, has assumed shape in two forms — 
namely, that the leading nations of the Continent shall 
agree on a truce for three or four years, or to the end of 
the present century ; then under that self-imposed or- 
dinance, some plan may be agreed upon for gradual and 
simultaneous reduction of armed forces and of armaments, 
which, if carried out, would liberate tens of thousands of 
men for the avocations of peace, and at once alleviate the 
now intolerable financial pressure which fills the world 
with anxiety and unrest. His Imperial Majesty the Ger- 
man Emperor has, it is understood, been personally active 
in the endeavor to initiate this beneficent movement, which, 
it appears, derived its inception from the wishes of the 
greatly-respected King of Denmark ; and it is understood 
also that his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Austria 
and His Majesty the King of Italy have given a favorable 
ear to these reanimating proposals. 

" 4. Thus the way seems opened for giving effect to 
this noble movement, so thoroughly in accord with the 
teaching of Christ, and with the highest principles and 
finer instincts of modern civilization. The one great need 
of the hour is that some Sovereign should come forward 
whose power is so commanding that no apprehension of 
weakness can cast any shade on the high impartiality of 
such Sovereign's free invitation and whose disinterested- 
ness and absolute independence will command profound 
respect among all the nations of the world. 

"5. In the light of this opportunity, our Committee 
very humbly, but most earnestly, venture to suggest that 
your Majesty should, through your Council of State and 
Executive Ministers, invite the rulers of all the Kingdoms 
and States of Europe to join with one accord in formulat- 
ing and giving effect to the long-delayed, but now reviv- 
ing, hope of the suffering populations. Such an act of 
majestic beneficence would be recognized as conferring 
fresh lustre on a long reign already associated with so 
many of the victories and triumphs of peace. Thus it may 
come to pass that a word from the British Throne may 
avail, under Divine Providence, to strike once more ' a 
universal peace through sea and land.' 



